Kathy Doore’s breakout travel journal takes a quantum leap into the Andean mysteries in “Markawasi: Peru’s Inexplicable Stone Forest”
West Palm Beach, Florida, 2010 -- Markawasi is not simply an informative travel guide; it relates the author’s personal odyssey. At 12,000-feet in elevation and a half-day’s journey from Lima, Peru, the “Temples of Light and Shadow” reside in the Stone Forest, high in the Andes. The mystical images that are revealed in the rock faces of this ancient stone forest are a catalyst for awakening others to the healing powers that lie deep within the Earth. The reader is transported to this nearly inaccessible site, and is catapulted into an intrinsically visual experience, creating the longing to make the trek.  

The keys to understanding Markawasi are perspective and point-of-view. This is the theme that permeates the book, which uncovers the mystery and legend surrounding the origins and enigma of the plateau’s colossal stone statues. The cultural heirs and caretakers of Markawasi, the people of San Pedro de Casta, are also presented.
The theories and opinions of others, including that the rock sculptures are merely "simulacra", natural objects that, from each individual’s viewpoint, take the shape of human faces and animals, are introduced. Markawasi is placed in context with other Peruvian archeological sites, such as Machu Picchu, and locations globally linked by the similarity of their symbols. Through this prism of knowledge, the author reveals the essential overwhelming nature of the site. 

A group of notable experts contribute to the book, including Boston University professor of geophysics, Dr. Robert M. Schoch (best known for his re-dating of the Great Sphinx of Egypt), and Machu Picchu archaeologist, Marino Sanchez.  Author Doore weaves the cultural, historical, and often magical lore associated with Markawasi’s ancient stone forest into an incredible tapestry of over 400 dazzling images, illustrations, and walking maps. Travel tips, a camping guide, and advice on high-altitude travel are included.
Awarded excellence in publishing, “Best Coffee Table Book”, and “Best Interior Designed Book” by the Florida Publishers Association (2008), and “Best Coffee Table Book” by the Arizona Publishing Association (2007); and featured on The History Channel, “Ancient Aliens: The Series” October 2010.
Kathy Doore is a founder of a global yachting-based tourism business who currently specializes in spiritual travel—organizing and leading pilgrimages to ancient cities and sites.
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